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This presentation has undergone a more limited review than official Census Bureau reports. All views and any errors are solely those of the author and do not necessarily 
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significant at the 10 percent significance level. Do not cite or distribute without author permission. 



 

   
 

    
    

   
 

        
  

MOST RECENT POVERTY DATA 

• September 14, 2021 – Income, Poverty 
and Health Insurance Webinar/Release 

• Data are based on the Current Population 
Survey’s Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (CPS ASEC) collected in 
February, March, and April 2021. 

• CPS ASEC is the official source of national 
poverty estimates. 
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Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 1959 to 2020 
Recession Percent 25 • The official poverty rate in 2020 was 

11.4 percent, up 1.0 percentage point 20 
from 10.5 percent in 2019. This is the 

15 first increase in poverty after five 
10 consecutive annual declines. 

5 

• The number of people in poverty in 0 
2020 was 37.2 million, approximately 

50 
3.3 million more than 2019. 

45 

40 
• In 2020, a family with two adults and 35 

30 
two children was categorized as “in 
poverty” if their income was less than 

25 
$26,246 dollars. 

Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data 
for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 
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Numbers in millions 

Poverty rate 22.4% 

11.4% 

Number in poverty 

39.5 
million 

37.2 
million 

1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 



    
   

 

  

                       
      

Poverty Rates by Race and Hispanic 
Origin: 1959 to 2020 

Percent Recession 
70 

60 

50 

40 

30 

20 19.5% 

Non-Hispanic White 

Hispanic (any race) 22.8% 

Asian 

Black 

55.1% 

16.1% 

7.5% 

17.0% 
10 8.2% 

8.1% 
0 

1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data for 
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data for Black individuals is not available from 1960 to 1965. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 
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Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2020 
Percent Recession 

50 

45 

40 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 16.1% 

Aged 18 to 64 

Under age 18 
17.0% 

27.3% 

35.2% 

Aged 65 and older 

10.4% 10 
9.0% 

5 

0 
1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data for 
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data for people aged 18 to 64 and 65 and older are not available from 
1960 to 1965. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 5 



 

    

                        
       

Family Poverty Rates by Type: 1959 to 2020 

50 Percent Recession 

45 

40 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 

10 
8.7% 

5 

0 
1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

All Families 

18.5% 

Notes: Families as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data 
for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 6 



 

 

 

    

 

                        
       

Family Poverty Rates by Type: 1959 to 2020 
Percent Recession 

50 

45 

40 

35 

30 

25 

5.3% 

10.7% All Families 

Married-Couple Families 

Male-Householder Families 

Female-Householder Families 

42.6% 

18.5% 
23.4% 

20 

15 

11.4% 10 
8.7% 

5 4.7% 

0 
1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

Notes: Families as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data 
for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 7 



      

         
    

Poverty Rates and Percentage Point Change by Selected
Characteristics: 2019 to 2020 

Note: People as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at 
the 90 percent confidence level. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 8 



      

         
    

Poverty Rates and Percentage Point Change by Selected
Characteristics: 2019 to 2020 

Note: People as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at 
the 90 percent confidence level. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 9 



      

         
    

Poverty Rates and Percentage Point Change by Selected
Characteristics: 2019 to 2020 

Note: People as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at 
the 90 percent confidence level. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 10 



      

         
    

Poverty Rates and Percentage Point Change by Selected
Characteristics: 2019 to 2020 

Note: People as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at 
the 90 percent confidence level. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 11 



      Impact of Unemployment Insurance on OPM Rates 

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/09/did-unemployment-insurance-lower-official-poverty-rates-in-2020.html 12 

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/09/did-unemployment-insurance-lower-official-poverty-rates-in-2020.html


   

  

          

How is Official Poverty Defined? 

Needs Resources 

Money Income Thresholds 
(Orshansky) 

Official poverty estimates are calculated in accordance with OMB Statistical Policy Directive 14. 
13 



2020 Thresholds 
Poverty Thresholds for 2020 by Size of Family and Number of Related Children Under 18 Years                

   

    

   
  

   

 

  

    

 
 

 

 
 

   

    

  

Related children under 18 years 
Weighted 

Size of family unit average 

thresholds None One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight or more 

14 

One person (unrelated individual): 13,171 
Under age 65............................... 13,465 13,465 

Aged 65 and older........................ 12,413 12,413 

Two people: 16,733 

Householder under age 65............ 17,413 17,331 17,839 

Householder aged 65 and older..... 15,659 15,644 17,771 

Three people................................... 20,591 20,244 20,832 20,852 
Four people.................................... 26,496 26,695 27,131 26,246 26,338 

Five people..................................... 31,417 32,193 32,661 31,661 30,887 30,414 

Six people...................................... 35,499 37,027 37,174 36,408 35,674 34,582 33,935 
Seven people.................................. 40,406 42,605 42,871 41,954 41,314 40,124 38,734 37,210 

Eight people................................... 44,755 47,650 48,071 47,205 46,447 45,371 44,006 42,585 42,224 
Nine people or more........................ 53,905 57,319 57,597 56,831 56,188 55,132 53,679 52,366 52,040 50,035 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 

Source: https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/tables/time-series/historical-poverty-thresholds/thresh20.xls 



 

 
    

            

       
     

      
          

   
  

 

  

 

 

   

  

 
 

 

 

 

   

    

Determining Poverty Status Related children under 18 years 
Size of family unit 

None One Two 

Compare total family/individual income with 
appropriate threshold for that family/individual 

Example: 
• If the total annual family income for a family of three 

with one child under 18 years in 2020 was $20,000. 

• The appropriate threshold in 2020 for this type of 
families was $20,832 (from the table) 

One person (unrelated individual): 

Under age 65............................... 13,465 

Aged 65 and older........................ 12,413 

Two people: 

Householder under age 65............ 17,331 17,839 

Householder aged 65 and older..... 15,644 17,771 

Three people 20,244 20,832 20,852 
• Since the total annual family income is less than the 

Four people.................................... 

Five people..................................... 

Six people...................................... 

Seven people.................................. 

Eight people................................... 

Nine people or more........................ 

26,695 27,131 26,246 threshold, the poverty status for this family of three in 
2020 was “below poverty level’. 32,193 32,661 31,661 

37,027 37,174 36,408 

42,605 42,871 41,954 

47,650 48,071 47,205 

57,319 57,597 56,831 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 
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Official Poverty Measure: Pros and Cons 

The official poverty methodology is consistent over the years. Federal 
and State governments often use these estimates to allocate funds to 
local communities. 
However… 
The official poverty measure does not account for: 
• Provision of in-kind benefits (SNAP, LIHEAP, WIC) 
• Necessary expenses (taxes, health care, work) 
• Changes in family or household structure 
• Higher standards and levels of living since 1965 
• Geographic price differences among regions 

16 



  

     

     
    

  

       

     
      

    
 

      
 

Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) 

• First published in 2011, extends the
official poverty measure by taking into 
account many of the government
programs designed to assist low-income
families and individuals. 

• Produced with the support of the Bureau
of Labor Statistics. 

• Does not replace the official poverty
measure and not designed to be used for
eligibility nor distribution of federal
funds. 

• Addresses the shortcomings of the official
poverty measure. 

17 



Official and SPM Thresholds for Units with Two Adults 
and Two Children 

      
 

 

  

  

 
   

      

Supplemental Poverty Measure 
Thresholds, 2020 

$29,959 $30,150 

$26,246 $25,222 

Official Owners Owners Renters 
poverty with a without a 
measure mortgage mortgage 

Source: Official Poverty Thresholds, <www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html>, 
Supplemental Poverty Measure Thresholds, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), <https://stats.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm>, Geographic adjustments 
based on housing costs from the American Community Survey 2015-2019. 18 

http://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html
https://stats.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm


  
            

Source: Supplemental Poverty Measure Thresholds, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), <https://stats.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm>, Geographic 
adjustments based on housing costs from the American Community Survey 2015-2019. Available at https://www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/demo/tables/p60/275/pov-threshold-2020.xlsx 

19 

https://stats.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm
https://www2.census.gov/programs


      
     

       
    

        
        

     
    

     
   

    
  

 

             

Highlights: SPM 2020 
• The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 

2020 was 9.1 percent. This was 2.6 percentage 
points lower than 2019 and the lowest rate since 
estimates were initially published for 2009. 

• The SPM rate for 2020 was 2.3 percentage points 
lower than the official poverty rate of 11.4 percent. 

• Stimulus payments, enacted as part of economic 
relief legislation related to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
moved 11.7 million people out of poverty. 
Unemployment insurance benefits, also expanded 
during 2020, prevented 5.5 million people from 
falling into poverty. 

Note: Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 20 

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf


          

     
                      

               

Poverty Rates Using the Official Measure and the SPM: 
2009 to 2020 

Percent Recession 

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

Official1 

SPM 

9.1% 

11.4% 

15.1% 

14.5% 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

1 Includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15. 
Note: The SPM estimates for 2019 and 2020 reflect the implementation of revised SPM methodology. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 21 



          

     
                      

               

  

Poverty Rates Using the Official Measure and the SPM: 
2009 to 2020 

Percent Recession 
20 

15 

Official1 

15.1% 

14.5% 

SPM excluding 
stimulus 

SPM 

12.7% 
11.4% 

10 

9.1% 

5 

0 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

1 Includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15. 
Note: The SPM estimates for 2019 and 2020 reflect the implementation of revised SPM methodology. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 22 



Note: The data for 2019 and 2020 reflect the implementation of revised SPM methodology. 

        
     

     
             

  

  
  

  

Difference in Poverty Rates by State Using the Official Measure 
and the SPM: 3-Year Average 2018 to 2020 

California: 
OPM = 11.0% 
SPM = 15.4% 

1 Includes unrelated individuals under age 15. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 23 



        
  

  
 

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

       
     

           
 

Stimulus1

Refundable tax credits2

Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2020 

Numbers in millions 
Social Security -26.5 

Economic Impact/stimulus1 -11.7 

Unemployment insurance -5.5 

Refundable tax credits2 -5.3 

SNAP + school lunch -3.2 

SSI -2.7 

Housing subsidies -2.4 

Child support received -0.5 

TANF/general assistance -0.5 

Workers' compensation -0.2 

Energy assistance -0.1 

WIC -0.1 

Child support paid 0.2 

Federal income tax 0.5 

FICA 2.0 

Work expenses 2.5 

Medical expenses 5.0 

1 Includes the first two rounds of stimulus payments. 
2 Refundable tax credits do not include stimulus payments. 
Notes: SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; SSI: Supplemental Security Income; TANF: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families; WIC: 

24Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children; FICA: Federal Insurance Contributions Act. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC). 



Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2020 

Numbers in millions 

        
  

  
 

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

       
     

           
 

 

Social Security

Stimulus1

Refundable tax credits2

Social Security -26.5 

Economic Impact/stimulus1 -11.7 

Unemployment insurance -5.5 

Refundable tax credits2 -5.3 

SNAP + school lunch -3.2 

SSI -2.7 

Housing subsidies -2.4 

Child support received -0.5 

TANF/general assistance -0.5 

Workers' compensation -0.2 

Energy assistance -0.1 

WIC -0.1 

Child support paid 0.2 

Federal income tax 0.5 

FICA 2.0 

Work expenses 2.5 

Medical expenses 5.0 

1 Includes the first two rounds of stimulus payments. 
2 Refundable tax credits do not include stimulus payments. 
Notes: SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; SSI: Supplemental Security Income; TANF: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families; WIC: 

25Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children; FICA: Federal Insurance Contributions Act. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC). 



Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2020 

Numbers in millions 

        
  

  
 

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

       
     

           
 

 Stimulus1

Refundable tax credits2

Stimulus1

Social Security -26.5 

Economic Impact/stimulus1 -11.7 

Unemployment insurance -5.5 

Refundable tax credits2 -5.3 

SNAP + school lunch -3.2 

SSI -2.7 

Housing subsidies -2.4 

Child support received -0.5 

TANF/general assistance -0.5 

Workers' compensation -0.2 

Energy assistance -0.1 

WIC -0.1 

Child support paid 0.2 

Federal income tax 0.5 

FICA 2.0 

Work expenses 2.5 

Medical expenses 5.0 

1 Includes the first two rounds of stimulus payments. 
2 Refundable tax credits do not include stimulus payments. 
Notes: SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; SSI: Supplemental Security Income; TANF: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families; WIC: 

26Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children; FICA: Federal Insurance Contributions Act. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC). 



Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2020 

Numbers in millions 

        
  

  
 

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

       
     

           
 

 Stimulus1

Unemployment insurance

Refundable tax credits2

Social Security -26.5 

Economic Impact/stimulus1 -11.7 

Unemployment insurance -5.5 

Refundable tax credits2 -5.3 

SNAP + school lunch -3.2 

SSI -2.7 

Housing subsidies -2.4 

Child support received -0.5 

TANF/general assistance -0.5 

Workers' compensation -0.2 

Energy assistance -0.1 

WIC -0.1 

Child support paid 0.2 

Federal income tax 0.5 

FICA 2.0 

Work expenses 2.5 

Medical expenses 5.0 

1 Includes the first two rounds of stimulus payments. 
2 Refundable tax credits do not include stimulus payments. 
Notes: SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; SSI: Supplemental Security Income; TANF: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families; WIC: 

27Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children; FICA: Federal Insurance Contributions Act. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC). 



        
  

  
 

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

       
     

           
 

 Stimulus1

Refundable tax credits2

Medical expenses

Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2020 

Numbers in millions 
Social Security -26.5 

Economic Impact/stimulus1 -11.7 

Unemployment insurance -5.5 

Refundable tax credits2 -5.3 

SNAP + school lunch -3.2 

SSI -2.7 

Housing subsidies -2.4 

Child support received -0.5 

TANF/general assistance -0.5 

Workers' compensation -0.2 

Energy assistance -0.1 

WIC -0.1 

Child support paid 0.2 

Federal income tax 0.5 

FICA 2.0 

Work expenses 2.5 

Medical expenses 5.0 

1 Includes the first two rounds of stimulus payments. 
2 Refundable tax credits do not include stimulus payments. 
Notes: SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; SSI: Supplemental Security Income; TANF: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families; WIC: 

28Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children; FICA: Federal Insurance Contributions Act. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC). 



Impact of Stimulus Payments on SPM Rates 

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/09/who-was-lifted-out-of-poverty-by-stimulus-payments.html 
29 

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/09/who-was-lifted-out-of-poverty-by-stimulus-payments.html


 

     
   

   

 

    
    

California Poverty Measure 

• Stanford Center on Poverty and
Inequality and the Public Policy 
Institute of California 

• Modeled after SPM 
• Most recent report October

2019 with estimates for 2019 
• Uses survey data and

administrative data to correct for 
misreporting 

• https://inequality.stanford.edu/sites/default/f
iles/california_poverty_measure_2017.pdf 

30 

https://inequality.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/california_poverty_measure_2017.pdf


   

    
 

    

    
 

   

SPM in the ACS 

• Includes data sets for 2010-2019 
• Data dictionary 
• Working paper describes the 

methodology 
• Useful for making comparisons 

across states 
• Smallest geography: PUMA 
• https://www.census.gov/library/working-

papers/2020/demo/SEHSD-WP2020-09.html 

31 

https://www.census.gov/library/working


32 



       

 

 
       

        
       

     

      
  

  For more information: 

• Income and Poverty in the United States: 2020 

• Detailed and Historical Tables 

• Poverty Thresholds 

• Research Matters 
• How did the Pandemic Affect Survey Response: Using 

Administrative Data to Evaluate Nonresponse in the 2021 
Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement 

• America Counts: Stories Behind the Numbers 
• Did Unemployment Insurance Lower Official Poverty Rates in 

2020? 
• Workers’ Earnings Decline Overall During Pandemic But 

Increase For Full-Time, Year-Round Workers 

33 

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-273.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/data/tables.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/research-matters/2021/08/how-did-the-pandemic-affect-survey-response.html
https://www.census.gov/america-counts/unemployment-insurance
https://www.census.gov/america-counts/job-losses


       
  

     
        

 
   

   
        

      
 
      

  For more information: 
• The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2020 

• Random Samplings
• What’s the Difference Between the Supplemental and 

Official Poverty Measures? 

• America Counts: Stories Behind the Numbers 
• Who was Lifted Out of Poverty by Stimulus Payments? 

• Working Papers: 
• Improvements to the Census Bureau’s Supplemental 

Poverty Measure for 2021 
• Alternative School Lunch Valuation in the CPS ASEC 

During COVID-19 
• Imputing 2020 Economic Impact Payments in the 2021 

CPS ASEC 
• The Supplemental Poverty Measure using the ACS 

34 

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-275.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-samplings/2021/09/difference-between-supplemental-and-official-poverty-measures.html
https://www.census.gov/america-counts/impact-of-stimulus
http://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2021/demo/SEHSD-WP2021-17.html
http://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2021/demo/SEHSD-WP2021-20.html
http://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2021/demo/SEHSD-WP2021-18.html
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2020/demo/SEHSD-WP2020-09.html


  

     

   
  

         

      
  

How to Find CPS 
Data 

From the main Census Bureau page 
(www.census.gov) 
• Sequentially click on - ‘Topics’ , ‘Income 

& Poverty’ and ‘Poverty’ or 
• Go directly to the poverty page using 

(http://www.census.gov/topics/income-
poverty/poverty.html) 

• From the poverty page click on ‘Data’ 
and then Poverty Data Tables 

http://www.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/topics/income


    Other Sources of Poverty Data 

36 



 
    

   
   

        

          
         

    

  
 

Decennial Censuses 
• Census 2000 & Prior Censuses 

• Conducted every ten years. 
• Used a mail-out/mail-back questionnaire and only personal-visit follow-up 

using paper questionnaires.  Internet options for 2020. 
• “Short” form basic demographic and housing information, such as age, sex, 

race, housing. 
• “Long” form collected the same information for selected sample as the short 

form but also collected more in-depth information such as income, education, 
and language spoken at home. 

• 2010 Census and future – provide only basic short 
form information 

• http://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/time-
series/demo/census-poverty-tool.html 

http://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/time-series/demo/census-poverty-tool.html


38 



  

ACS 
American Community Survey 

39 



 

             

      
          

   
       

            
       

          
      

                  
    

        

American Community Survey (ACS) 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs 

The American Community Survey (ACS), is the largest and the most current nationwide survey since 
2005 
• The ACS is a continuous survey 
• Each month a sample of about 290,000 housing unit addresses receive a questionnaire. 
• Nearly, 3.5 million addresses are surveyed each year. 
• The ACS Collects data on various social, economic, housing, and demographic characteristics 

covering over 40 topics. Tomorrow there will be a session on the 2020 ACS 
When to use the CPS ASEC vs. the ACS? 
• In general, national level estimates from both surveys are consistent and comparable, most of the 

differences are not statistically significant. 
• It is recommended to use the CPS ASEC estimates at the national level. For use at state and lower 

geographic levels, ACS estimates are recommended 
• State level CPS ASEC estimates: use three-year averages 

40 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs


One-year vs Five-year ACS Data 
1-year estimates 5-year estimates 

12 months of collected data 60 months of collected data 

Data for areas with populations of 65,000+ Data for all areas 

Smallest sample size Largest sample size 

Less reliable than 5-year Most reliable 

Most current data Least current 

Best used when Best used when 

    
  

      

        

    

    

     

    

    

  

    

   

    

Currency is more important than precision Precision is more important than currency 

Analyzing large populations Analyzing very small populations 

Examining tracts and other smaller geographies 



    
  

 
      

    

  
   

    
      

   

• Type in
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/ as 

How to Find ACS Poverty Data 

a web address (you will see the 
screen show here) 

• OR 

• From main Census Web page
(www.census.gov): 
• Click on ‘EXPLORE DATA’ 
• Select ‘Explore Data Main’ 

• Click on ‘GO TO DATA.CENSUS.GOV’ 
• (you will see the screen show 

here) 

• Click on ‘Advanced Search’ 

42 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
http://www.census.gov/
https://DATA.CENSUS.GOV


    

  

    
  

    
  

    

 

How to Find ACS Data (Cont’d) 

From ‘Advanced Search’ 

• Click on ‘Topics’ to choose the 
subject: poverty 
• Click on ‘Geography’ to choose 

geographic area 
• Click on ‘Years’ to choose data 

year 

• then click ’SEARCH’ 
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How to Find ACS Data (Cont’d) 

• When you click ‘Geography’, a list 
of all available choices will show 

• Choose ‘Zip Code Tabulation..’ if 
you want data by zip code, 

• Select a specific ‘State’ 
• For Poverty data we recommend

the subject table ‘S1701’ 

• Type in S1701 in the shaded
search bar above . Or you need
to choose a subject area from 
the list of ‘TOPICS’ 

• Click ‘Search’ at the bottom 
corner of the screen. 
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How to Find ACS Data (Cont’d) 



     

SIPP 
Survey of Income and Program Participation 
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Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) 

• A longitudinal survey designed to track 
changes (income) over time for the same 
households. 

• The SIPP covers a household for 3 or 4 years. 

• Interviewers return to the same household 
and attempt to follow people interviewed in 
the first wave even if they move. 

• About 45,000 households were eligible to be
interviewed in the initial wave for the SIPP 
2018 Panel. State estimates only for larger 
states. 

• Data from 2020 SIPP released last week. 

Source: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p70br-172.html 

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p70br-172.html
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SAIPE 
Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates 
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Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) 

Source: http://www.census.gov/did/www/saipe/index.html 

http://www.census.gov/did/www/saipe/index.html
http://www.census.gov/did/www/saipe/index.html
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Household Pulse Survey
Measuring Social and Economic Impacts during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey.html 

The survey is a 20-minute online survey studying the impact of the
pandemic on households across the country 
It asks questions about: 
• Education 
• Employment 
• Food security 
• Health 
• Housing 
• Social security benefits, 
• Household spending 
• Consumer spending associated with stimulus payments 
• Intentions to receive COVID-19 vaccination, and 
• Transportation 
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Household Pulse Survey – Cont’d 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey.html 

The Census Bureau is the designated federal Statistical agency conducting 
the survey. It is designed in collaboration with 
• Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
• Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) 
• The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
• The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
• The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) 
• The Social Security Administration (SSA); and 
• The USDA Economic Research Service (ERS) 
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  54Source: https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/#/ 

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp


  Source: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey/data.html
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Community Resilience Estimates (CRE) 
https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products/community-resilience-estimates.html 

• Community resilience is a measure of the 
capacity of individuals and households within a
community to absorb, endure and recover from 
the external stresses of the impacts of a disaster. 

• Research shows that resilience can be predicted 
by individual and household characteristics. 

57 

https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products/community-resilience-estimates.html


 
 

      
    

       
   

         
        
   

       

   
  

   

Individual Risk Flags 
Risk Flags: 
• Income-to-Poverty Ratio more than 130 percent 
• Single or zero caregiver household 
• Unit-level crowding with >= 0.75 persons per room 
• Communication Barrier defined as: 

• No one in the household has received a high school diploma 
• No one in the household speaks English “very well” 

• Aged 65 years or older 
• No one in the household is employed full-time, year-round 
• Disability 
• No health insurance coverage 
• No vehicle access 
• Households without broadband internet access 
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Community Resilience Estimates 

• The result is an estimate of the number of individuals and 
the number of risk factors they are living with, categorized
into three groups: 

• Zero flagged risk factors. 
• One to two flagged risk factors. 
• Three or more risk factors. 

- The most “at-risk”. 
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Ways to Access the Data 

• CRE for Equity Dashboard 
• CSV file download 
• Shapefiles 
• Reach out to our staff 
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 CSV File Download 
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Shapefiles 
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Additional Information 

Community Resilience Estimates Website 
Community Resilience Estimates Technical Documentation 
Community Resilience Estimates Datasets 
CRE for Equity Webpage 
CRE for Equity ESRI Dashboard 
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/community-resilience-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/community-resilience-estimates/technical-documentation.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/community-resilience-estimates/data/datasets.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/community-resilience-estimates/data/supplement.html
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/76f53fb6758b49dc87ef47687f9476cf


 

Thank You. 
Trudi Renwick 
Trudi.j.Renwick@census.gov 
301-763-5133 
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The Impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic 
on the CPS ASEC 

Monthly Current Population Survey Household Response Rates 
Research Matters 

Percent ASEC Collection 
“How Did the Pandemic Affect Survey Response: 100 

Using Administrative Data to Evaluate 
Nonresponse in the 2021 Current Population 90 
Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement” 

80 
Working Papers 
• “Coronavirus Infects Surveys, Too: Nonresponse 70

Bias During the Pandemic in the CPS ASEC” 
(SEHSD-WP2020-10) 

60• “The Influence of COVID-19-related Data 
Collection Changes on Measuring Health 
Insurance Coverage in the 2020 CPS ASEC” 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Office of Survey Methods and Research. 
<https://www.bls.gov/osmr/response-rates/household-survey-response-rates.htm> 
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